IB jFOar lettrv ta m af Oattfxur 0, y»a indicated that taa 
FT 356l Air Tares feotypt tovoXvaa anbatantial rodwctiaaa In U.S. 
3ATO-c«aittft4 B^pa&raaa Owing 2&6&>. He uadarfctend tfcat tbia aay 
mean elimination of 2k out of W tf.8* HWW-CKsa&ittod squadrons. 
Bucb U.S. action, i&ea caaebinad vith Dtber factors adversely 
affecwing tbe KASO AHianoo at thia tiM®, can veil provoke a 
eaneral deterioration la the Western defense pooture. 

X as vary aaricaaly aeneerned. about tha effects of this on 
car position in forthcoming negotiations vith the Soviets on 
AlaaxiBHaBnt end Berlin. Xt sccsss to an nost undesirable for ua 
ta initiate any novas towards trilateral reduction of allied forces 
Just prior to tba opening of noflotiations vith too Soviets. Wa 
would, In effect, be discarding a aajor factor la our bargaining 
positions. I intend to diocuss thia matter fully vith the 
President and enclose a copy of a brief nfliaoraoduo vhich I aa 
sending him. 

1 Seat; aa ever, 



Chrlatian A. Barter 



Copy of * 

fox tba President 




RA - LMr. Tuthill / -KQ) 
Mr. Magill f f \T- 
EUR - Mr. Whlte£?# 
S/S - 



Tba Honorable 

saiomc S. Gates, Jr., 

Acting Secretary of Defense. 

EUR/RA:RFeBsenden:cnc SACHET 
10/12/59 




$m 



Ws dociir-r.-. 



w 




3 ; -.i'.r, ••■••::•/- t;^-. "■.- .v^v. •.■-:.••. ' 

5 Sabtfecti 8tt*at sm lieuatMFAttfe and Berlin 

.Tar**© Coaaltted $» 34TO 



Reoategor-lzed ae 

Category "A" 

dsc 3 - 1365 



-J 
\ ^ 



\ 



(V 



X understand that tho proposed ST 19£1 Air Forc-a 
budget imrolvsa tho withdrawal during I960 of l^- of the 
48 0,.^« Air Force souadrone currently comittcd to iiu.'lt;. ^ 
2his xaotfor cutback in tJ.rj, forces cooiaifcted to li^lOj if 9^ 
approved, would have to bo aado kaova to our liV^O allies . 
promptly. \ 

I uiwteratand taafe this plan reflect.? the view that ^ 

limited Air Porce buda'c^a*^ resources sh.oi.ild be devoted ^J 
to the ICM proeraa tea that tho tactical strike force-; 

suet be correspondingly reduced. £hue it reflects aot l/> 

only budgetary considerations,, but alao aa^or policy ' 

considerations, ^o 

Etacb Vml'f ro&uofciosa would have a aa^or adverse 

ixapaot en KAYO* Oar ^ilisa will link those reductions 
with the prospective hoevy cuts Id the &iiittr M - uid 
program for E&TC and aaouao that there in in process 
a aa^or shift in #•£• policy toward a uraetic revision 
of our coaaaiteontc to 'Surop© and reliance on a "jrortress 
(Jijcaricn* cotacopfu 'Enis belief, coupled with the current 
I tasUtoney in &«&« cirolofs to beliere there is a real 

p det«Jat»* Justifying * relaxation of tho western defease 
! posture* eauld well produce a chain rooction detoriora- 
*tio» i» the whole HAIO defense posture* 

I believe that the nest lrapcrt&nt and over-riding 
/factor in thia is tho potential effect on tho Loviotc 
| in the diBarmaaont negotiations* If we, and th» KAi ; G 
■ alliance generally » ©n&cge i* 1 "unilateral'- diear^uuout 
before or during xh® new round of disanouaient L^votia- 
tlens, we will ftlse^t certainly prejudice an^ chance 
wo Bugr-luty* .of afcewaiK Dlsmfctftiag of western defense 
is p$t38d fc® fee int^s»r^t«a by the Soviets ©,o a aign of 
ttwiatofM* a#t ac *dllinsB*EJs- $© reach ao acj-eejasnt* -aa 
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would In effect be giving away our bargaining position 
in advance. Any accessary reductions in our forces 
should bo aade, in cy view* only after un-J possibly ae 
a part of a disaxeaoent agreement with the- Soviets, not 
prior to the negotiations • 

I aloo believe our poaition will likewise be 
seriously cojaproiaioed in any negotiations of a Berlin 
aettleaent i* wo were to t&kc- unilateral ztvva rov; 
towards cutting back our strength in ..uropa." 

In addition to these two basic conoid eratioc-..:, I 
should tilao point out that there are at present vurlous 
strains on the HA2C Alliance which would certainly become 
mxoh Bflire acute if there were to bo sajor withdrawals of 
B.8. unit*, xto Gaulle* a nationalistic attitudes, British 
offocrt© to ©hange baaic SATO strategy, and potential 
shortfalls in. seating fflinlwraa force reaulreaonta can 
result in a feeling of general diacouragtsient about 
the off eotivenees of fiASO defenses and ineroace any 
latent tendency to reach an accommodation uith the 
Evicts which would bo ininical to our Interests* 



Chrietlan A* Rerter 



Clearances : 

RA - Mr. Tuthlll 

Mr. Magill ^ . 
EUR - Mr. White jf hw 
S/S - V ' 
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EUR/RA:RFessenden: enc 
10/12/59 
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